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SUB J : CABINET MINISTER APOLOGIZES RE CIA ALLEGATIONS 

REF: COLOMBO 0740 

1. AS I WAS LEAVING IPU OPENING CEREMONY APRIL 1, 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AND INTERNAL TRADE ILAN G ARATNE 
DREW ME ASIDE BRIEFLY AND APOLOGIZED FOR HIS RECENT 
PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS RE CIA. EXPLAINED HE HAD MADE 
SUCH STATEMENTS BECAUSE PRESIDENT FORD HAD ORDERED 
INVESTIGATION OF CIA AND HE THEREFORE FELT 

HIS OWN REMARKS WERE WARRANTED. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF 
MY CONCERN ON THIS SUBJECT, AS EXPRESSED TO PRIME 
MINISTER, HE WANTED ME TO KNOW HE DID NOT PLAN TO 
MAKE SIMILAR STATEMENTS IN FUTURE. 

2. I TOLD ILAN GARANTE I APPRECIATED HIS ASSURANCES 
AND CONFIRMED THAT I INDEED HAD BEEN CONCERNED ABOUT 
HIS PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS RE PART AND PRESENT CIA ACTI- 
VITIES IN SRI LANKA. AS I HAD TOLD PRIME MINISTER, 

IF HE HAD ANY EVIDENCE RE CIA INVOLVEMENT, I 
WAS PREPARED TO DISCUSS SUBJECT WITH HIM ON URGENT 
BASIS. HOWEVER, PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS WITHOUT SUB- 
STANCE COULD ONLY TEND TO HARM EXISTING GOOD RELAT 
IONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. ILANGARANTE REITEREATED 
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TO MAKE FURTHER STATEMENTS RE CIA 
AND WE PARTED AMICABLY. 

3. WE WILL HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE BUT MY HOPE IS 
THAT ILANGARATNE IN FACT WILL LIVE UP TO HIS 
ASSURANCES-AT LEST IN THE SHORT TERM. 

VAN HOLLEN 
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